CHAPTER VII
HESITATIONS
ENGLAND was agitated. What spirit of war had entered into this calm nation, whose common sense made   her pacifist,   whose   geographical  situation made her neutral,  whose  national tradition made her cautious? For weeks past the streets and the Press had been full of talk of volunteers, guns, munitions, even before those thoughts and terms became popular on the Continent itself. What had happened to break the repose of these islands ?
One of them, Ireland, had rebelled against the other, and when the Liberal Cabinet tried to pacify her with fresh liberties, a province of that same island cut itself loose from the rest and threatened to prevent by force of arms the introduction of. freedom. The Protestants of Ulster protested. They would not remain alone on their island with their hated southern brothers; they would rather die as English old maids than contract a marriage of convenience with their neighbours. They proposed to defend their virginity with barricades and muskets; but it. was only when their brothers of the south becamft active that the importation of arms to Ireland was forbidden and the coast searched for mines aud guns. The Government felt itself freed from its pledge of Home Rule by the Ulster rebellion, but at !|5 sa?*e ^me t^le unrest in the South was alarming. Wtelltitofecione? debated the King with' his Ministers, ^M:!^^ii^k^^e world to the spectacle of civil war in
,$$$£• IPii^iMB Alliterating, a fresh alarm ran «-':g|^^ets,>The Curraj^an  old and
^WW^tof-centre,. rebelled' against the
ofiicers f etised obedience
vrr'^-;-;,,-•;;'•-:.. .    BtS . v:,••••'-.  '' .,'..•'-•'questions of honour and vital interests one does not consult with others.*'
